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compass and height of all truths compared with the
human mind and spirit which was to bow to them
and to gain life and elevation by accepting them,
explains the curious and at present almost unique
combination in him, of deep reverence for the old.
language of dogmatic theology, and an energetic
maintenance of its fitness and value, with dissatisfac-
tion, equally deep and impartially universal, at the
interpretations put on this dogmatic language by
modern theological schools, and at the modes in
which its meaning is applied by them both in direct-
ing thought and influencing practice. This habit
of distinguishing sharply and peremptorily between
dogmatic language and the popular reading of it at
any given time is conspicuous in his earliest as in his
latest handling of these subjects j in the pamphlet of
1835, Subscription no Bondage^ explaining and defend-
ing the old practice at Oxford ; and in the papers and
letters, which have appeared from him in periodicals,
on the Athanasian Creed, and which are, we suppose,
almost his last writings.

The world at large thought Mr. Maurice obscure
and misty, and was, as was natural, impatient of such
faults. The charge was, no doubt, more than
partially true; and nothing but such genuine strength
and comprehensive power as his could have pre-
vented it from being a fatal one to his weight and
authority. But it is not uninstructive to remember
what was very much at the root of it. It had its
origin, not altogether, but certainly in a great degree,